Human herpesvirus 6.
Human herpesvirus (HHV) 6 is a beta-herpes, DNA virus. This virus shows closest homology with cytomegalovirus and HHV-7. Infection usually occurs in infants 6 to 24 months of age, and primary infection may result in roseola. HHV-6 infection in infants is the commonest cause of fever-induced seizures. Infection in adults is seen primarily in immunocompromised hosts with solid organ transplants or in those with human immunodeficiency virus infection. The virus is capable of pronounced interaction in vitro with cytomegalovirus and human immunodeficiency virus and induces immunosuppression and apoptosis. The importance of these interactions in vivo necessitates further investigation. HHV-6 infection may contribute to the pathogenesis of multiple sclerosis. HHV-6 may be diagnosed by viral culture, serology, or polymerase chain reaction.